Ideological Context 21 particular led to a widespread belief, fostered by elements in the rightwing press such as Northcliffe's Daily Mail, that a war between Britain and Germany might be inevitable. Public apprehension was reflected in an Edwardian resurgence in the popularity of invasion novels, in which Germany came to replace France (the bogey of earlier Victorian invasion scares) as the aggressor descending upon the shores of an unprepared Britain.
3 Such concerns were raised even within Parliament; in 1909 the war secretary was asked to comment on the rumour 'that there are, in a cellar within a quarter of a mile of Charing Cross, 50,000 stands of Mauser rifles and 7½ million Mauser cartridges', to be used in a German invasion of the British Isles. 4 For many Edwardians, the existence of war appeared to be an inescapable part of life -perhaps even a natural aspect of the human condition. Even on the political left an absolute commitment to pacifism was rare. Wars of national defence were typically acknowledged as justifiable, as were those waged in the furtherance of a great moral cause. The radical Liberal MP and historian G. P. Gooch, for example, had been a staunch opponent of the Boer War but he was perfectly prepared to concede the legitimacy of wars of defence or of revolt against 'Turkish standards of government'.
5 Elected to Parliament in 1906, Gooch was a prominent member of the Balkan Committee in the House of Commons. This group comprised many of the leading lights of radical Liberalism, including C. F. G. Masterman, Arthur Ponsonby, and the Buxton brothers, as well as Ramsay MacDonald from the Independent Labour Party. It provided a forum for critics of the Ottoman Empire, and many of its members became advocates of British intervention on behalf of ethnic and religious minorities -particularly Christians -suffering under Turkish rule.
6
In adopting this stance, Liberals like Gooch were following a lead set by W. E. Gladstone, who, for all his vaunted opposition to 'militarism', had been quite willing to concede that 'coercion' by arms might form a proper instrument of diplomacy. During the 1870s Gladstone had called for the European powers to threaten action against Turkey in response to the 'Bulgarian Horrors', and following the Armenian massacres of 1895-6 he had urged that Britain 'take into consideration the means of enforcing, if force alone is available, compliance with her just, legal and humane demand' upon the Ottoman Empire.
7 When, early in 1906, Turkish troops occupied the town of Tabah, within the Egyptian territory then administered by Britain, Liberal opinion was outraged and there was much talk of a possible military response. The former diplomat Wilfrid Scawen Blunt complained that 'all the Radical papers
